and shared in by some of the most distinguished of the French surgeons. The Essay before ns is a portion of the fruits of this competition, which has only just been brought to a conclusion, after a continuance of not less than a full third of a year. As might be expected, it is very complete iu its way, elaborate in its history, and elaborate in its argument; such parts of it, therefore, as are likely to prove of general interest to the profession in this country, we propose to bring under the notice of our readers. The author commences by insisting upon the necessity of defining the species of Lithotomy which are to form the subject of the comparison ; for without some restriction, it would be impossible even to enumerate all the modifications in the operation, which the lapse of eighteen centuries has brought forth.
Some of these proposals have never been put in practice at all upon the living subject ^ or, having been tried, have immediately fallen into disuse, or, at best, have obtained only an ephemeral notoriety, and have subsequently been altogether forgotten. As lithotomy is practised upon the female as well as the male, and as the differences in the structure of the two sexes require corresponding differences in the operation, it is necessary to consider them separately.
In the male, lithotomy may be, and often has been, practised in three different situations ; below, by the perineum ; above, by the abdomen ; and behind, by the rectum. The perineal operation is so ancient, that its origin is lost in the obscurity of past ages; but as its subsequent history and progress are well known, we shall not do more than refer to the practical conclusions which M. Malgaigne draws, when comparing it with its less popular companions. The same considerations induce ns to omit a more particular account of lithotomy through the abdomen, the "high opera- Want of space prevents our entering into these subjects; but the remarks of M. Malgaigne are well worthy of the reader's attention.
The whole Essay is indeed a very complete examination of the subject of Lithotomy, and we cordially commend it to the notice of the profession in this country.
Before concluding, it may be interesting to know the names of the competitors for the chair which has been awarded to M. Malgaigne, and the names of tlie Judges who decided in his favour.
